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CARACAS (U) An armored division attempted to take over the 
Presidential Palace beginning shortly beifore midnight. There" 
was heavy fire for about 90 minutes. The Palace is now in 
government control. (Watch/Embassy Caracas telcon) 



, (C) Rebel military forces reportedly control the La Carlota 
Airfield in Caracas, providing them a potential staging area. 
The government is expected to attempt to retake the field 
shortly: (Caracas 11 00) 



(U) Regular army commanders, supporting the government, 
expressed confidence the attempt could be put down within 
"two to three" hours. (CNN) 



(C) Weapons fire continues, with explosions audible from the 
Embassy. Tanks are reported in various residential areas. 
No acttons targeted against Americans. have been reported 
(Caracas 1100) 



MARAGAIBO (U) Fighting also broke out in Maracaibo, where rebels 

surrounded the gubernatorial palace and remain in control of 
some parts of the cfty. (Watch/Congeri Maracaibo telcon) 



P^"* (U) In -televised statements. Perez characterized the action 

as a "putsch." cautioning th^t the sit'jgtion wa-? nl^i 'yo* 
completely 'under control. (Caracas 1096} 
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(U) Perez was flanked by the Defense and Interior Ministers 
tn his most recent television appearance. Opposition leaders 
have also expressed support for the elected government- 
(Watch/Embassy Caracas telcon) 



(C) Perez expressed qratitude to foreign leaders, and 
particularly President Bush, for their telephone calls 
supporting him and Venezuelan democracy. (Caracas .1 099) 



AMCITS (U) The Embassy has activated the EAC, and both Embassy 

and Congen Maracaibo have instructed employees to stay 
home. There are no reports of injuries. 
(Watch/Embassy Caracas and Congen Maracaibo tefcons) 



(LOU) There are 388 official AMCITs and dependents in the 
country (381 in Caracas, 7 in Maracaibo). Total . AMCITS in 
Venezuela are 21 .977. 

(91 Caracas 1 1762, Watch/Embassy Caracas tefcon) 
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The Watch received a telephone call from Ambassador Michael 
M. Skol in Caracas reporting firing in the streets and 
troops surrounding the presidential palace and the 
President's private residence. He reported that it was too 
early to determine if there was a coup. 

Barbara Shaw of NMCC telephoned the Watch to say that NMCC 
had received a call form Captain Williams, Naval Attache in 
Caracas. He reported heavy gunfire around the presidential 
palace, and th^ appearance of a military coup in process, 
beginning at 1215 local time. He stated that it was not 
known if senior members of the military or junior officers 
were involved. The Naval Attache had stated that he made 
these observations- from his house, 1.5 miles from the . 
presidential palace. 

Barbara Shaw of NMCC telephoned the Watch' to report that 
the N.SA had stated that the. presidential palace had been • 
taken over and higher than normal communications were 
originating from Francisco Miranda Airport. • 

Ambassador Skol called the Watch. He stated that the 
Embassy EAC was in session, but there were no problems at 
•the Embassy or the residence. He stated that President 
Perez had. just made a statement on two television stations 
to the effect that the coup attempt had been put down. 

Ambassador Pickering called to say that. he had spoken to 
his counterpart in Venezuela who had told him that 
President Perez ..was in Venezuela, and had escaped- from the- 
presidential palace. . ■ 

The Watch placed a call to Ambassador Skol- from -Deputy 
Assistant Secretary McLean. Assistant Secretary Bernard 
Aronson and Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Robert S. 
Gelbard. joined the telephone call. Ambassador Skol stated 
that although President Perez had stated on television that 
the situation was under control, separate reports said that 
the Defense Ministry was still under attack: Ambassador 
Skol requested a strong expression of ?:olid?ritv ^ikT 
support for Vens^:iio.l?in democ t a'. y . i\ r:l:,Ri-eme>''- i ■■ i «.•.•■::.. 

in Venezuela and for the Americ''.n press was d.i;5»t:t:«ri . 
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The Watch patched AS Aronson to President Carlos Andres 
Perez of Venezuela. AS Aronson offered his support. 

The Watch patched Ambassador Skol to PDAS Gelbard and AS 
Aronson. It was decided to call the Secretary to see if he 
agreed that the President should be asked to call President 
Perez. 

The Watch patched AS Aronson to the Secretary. AS Aronson 
briefed the Secretary on the situation. 

The Secretary telephoned the- Watch. He requested that 
Stephanie van Reigersberg and President Perez be connected 
in a call, while the President was contacted to speak with 
President Perez. . . 

President Bush was patched through to President Perez. 
With the assistance of Ms; va.n Reigersberg, President Bush 
expressed his support for President Perez. President Perez 
briefed President Bush on the situation and thanked him for 
his support. 

The Watch patched Ms. van Re.igersberg with AS Aronson. Ms., 
van Reigersberg briefed. AS Aronson oh the Bush/Perez 
telephone call. , • -: ■ 

The Watch patched AS Aronson with Ambassador Skol, PDAS 
Gelbard, and DAS McLean. AS Aronson reviewed the 
Presidents' call. 

The Watch contacted the Caracas Embassy and spoke with 
Po.lOf William Milan and Consul General Thomas Holladay. 
The Watch was informed that. the. warden systems were being 
activated in Caracas and Maracaibo, and that AraCits were 
being asked to. stay put. Both American schools, would be 
closed on February 4th. The Consul General estimated -that ' 
approximately 15,000 Amcits lived in the consular 
district. 

The Watch contacted AmConsul Maracaibo for an update on. the 
situation there. Principal Officer Darrell A. Jenks stated 
that a helicopter had flown over the city at 0200 local 
time. He added that at 0300 he had contacted the 
Venezuelan Coast Guard and was informed that an armored 
army unit was attacking the 35th Detachment' of the ^^a>.ion^^. 
Guard, across from the coa.'?t guatO iieadquartet;.'; . no ri ai "-! 
that the coast guard official had characterized '-.lie- 
situation as "dangerous and confused". He addec' tha': tiH^M'*- 
were about 5,000 AmCits in tlie 'ron.si.ila c dist r i . tIu'.'.- i 
four thousand of the five tb'jusand were in Maracaibo. 
itself, most with dual citizenship. 
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The White House Situation Room contacted the Watch for the 
phone number where President Perez could be reached it 
was provided. 

PA/Press Duty Officer Cynthia Whittlesey contacted the 
Watch and asked to be patched to the White House. Upon 
learning that the drop line was in use, she stated she 
would contact the White House directly. 

The Watch attempted to contact Ambassador John D. 
Negroponfce in Mexico City for PDAS Gelbard. 

The Watch patched PDAS Gelbard with DCM Allen Sessoms in 
Mexico City. The PDAS briefed the DCM on' the situation in 
Venezuela, and asked the DCM to call President Salinas and 
inform him of. President Bush's call to President Perez. 

The Watch alerted the OCS duty officer of the situation. 

The Watched patched Stephanie van Reigersburg with 
Ambassa.dpr Morris Busby in Bogota so that she could she 
could. update him on President Bush's conversation with 
.President Cesar Gaviria Trujillo of Colombia. (Tricon 
initiated by Gaviria through WHCA.) 

Caracas RSO Kevin Berry was transferred to the Watch by DS 
to update the SWO on the situation. The SWO specifically 
requested information regarding two AmCits who had 
■..reportedly, been detained; KSO Berry said he had lio further 
information. on that subject, but would be in contact when 
he did. 



0414 



The Watch contacted Caracas DCM Felder for an update on the 
situation. He stated that a NIACT cab.le would be arrivii 
in the next few minutes with a complete . update . 



Lng 



AS Aronson asked, to be patched through to Ambassador Skol 
DCM Felder took the call and updated AS Aronson on the 
status of the coup attempt- The DCM stated that President 
Perez was back in Miraflores Palace, but that problems 
continued in Maxacaibb. 

•The Watch contacted Consul General Thomas Hollada.y in 
.Caracas, requesting numbers of '.'eeicxBl ^nr^ ,^.^T^-.V^ r ; .• ; a i 

'Americans in Venezuela. Mr. Holladay estimated i^.onii 
unofficial Americans in the eastern states of VeijesOeJ ? 
served. by t.he Caracas Embassy, "e said at .?.epr:<' '.ii<=> i-..,. ■ i, 

.of those' AmCits were in Caracas itself. He estimated fji"i..- 
were 5,000 AmCits in the Maracaibo consular district" Mr 
Holladay stated that there are 381 official Americans in 
Caracas and seven in Maracaibo. 
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THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WERE BRIEFED ON THE SITUATION BY 0700 
2/4/92: 

AS Aronson, ARA; DAS R, Belbard, • ARA; DAS P. McLean, ARA; Mr J 
warlick, D; Mr. D. Pearce, P; Mr. R. La Mantia, s/S; Ms. K. Kenney. 
S/s-0; MS. J. Briscoe, USIA; the FBIS Operation Center; Ms G 
Welch, M; Mr. S. Mull, S/S-0; AS M, Tutwiler; U/S Rogers, M; w 
Rope, PM; S. Martel, PM. ^ / . 
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